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Abstract 
 
The purpose of this study is to evaluate the 2010-2011 school year’s The Science of Life Curriculum in primary education by 
benefiting from the  teacher’s views.For this purpose, the main items of the curriculum  which are; goals, content, learning and 
teaching process and evaluation, were used as criteria. Qualitative research method was used and the data were analyzed through 
“content analysis”. The views  of the teachers were gathered by the “semi structured interview Form” which was developed by 
the researchers. The research group  consisted of  34 classroom teachers from different primary schools in 5 regions of  TRNC. 
The results of the study indicate that; teachers participated in this study, have positive opinion towards the curriculum of the 
Science of Life Lesson however, they have some problems in practice.  
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Introduction 
 
The Science of Life lesson has a special importance in primary education. This lesson provides 1st, 2nd and 3rd 
grade students not only to identify the community they live but also the world and to prepare themselves to the life 
in order to solve the possible problems they may face. Further, this lesson aims to provide students how to gain 
essential knowledge and responsibilities to be a social people and conscious citizen. 
From this point, forth the social studies lesson provides child to be a person who has basic life skills and personal 
qualifications and intends to reach the informations which they may use. This lesson taught to primary schools’ first 
three grades as an axis lesson. In primary education, lessons are structured around The Science of Life and units are 
arrenged according to this lesson.  
Like other lessons the success of the The Science of Life lesson is relevant with teacher, student and the 
curriculum’s suitability.The implemented programme has to be prepared to make the education and training 
effective in terms of learner,edifier and process. For this reason related to implemetation effectuality the 
implemented curricula which is being applied have to be in evaluation and examination process.  
The evaluation of the curriculum is carried out for two goals. First goal is evaluating the success of the student to 
decide which student have to repeat the course, the second goal is to make judgement about the effectiveness of the 
curriculum and to specify which component or components inside the programme is the reason of the lameness and 
enable to make the essential corrections. In the first evaluation student is evaluated, in the second evaluation, 
curriculum is evaluated.(Erden,1998,) 
The success of the improved curriculum is related with its practicability. In other words the curriculum created 
functionally the most important thing is to put the curriculum to work efficiently during the implementation 
process.When examining from this aspect the importance of preparing the components of the curriculum which are 
aim, content, learning, effectively and interrelatedly shouldn’t be forgotten. But when it is taken into the 
consideration that the success of the curriculum and the implementation success of the curriculum is in proportion, 
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to show student how to gain certain knowledge, skill and values and how to generate terminal behaviours to the 
people has a close relationship with the things which are happening during teaching-learning process. Because 
acquiring the solicitated efficiency from a programme will be possible by arranging the teaching and learning 
process (which is expressed as learning cases) efficiently. The teaching and learning process involves entire process 
which are arranging of the educational environment, content and the strategy which is appropriate with the 
acquirements, method, technical equipment choosing and the implementation  2011). 
     From this point forth it is important to evaluate the The Science of Life curriculum according to teachers  views 
who are the implementers of the programmes. 
 
Purpose 
 
The purpose of this study is to evaluate the 2010-2011  The Science of Life Curriculum in primary 
education by benefiting from the   
 
 
METHOD 
 
The study is benefited from qualitative research methods. It is possible to explain the qualitative research as a 
research which follows the qualitative process by using the information gathering methods such as observation, 
interview and document reviews. ( Y  & , 2005 ). 
This research is a qualitative research and data is gathered with the interview technique. The sample of the study 
are; . 
The aims, contents, teaching-learning and the evaluating process oriented questions are asked to the chosen group 
Semi-structured   
To provide content validity of the developed form during the development 2 experts analysed and views were 
taken into consideration before it was finalized.It was aimed to state after a piloted interview with three teachers, 
wheather the questions were open and understandable, wheather the answers were reflected through the questions or 
not, during the interviews the voices were recorded and through the computer whatever was spoken was converted 
into written documents. It was asked by another expert to control the written documents were analyzed wheather the 
questions asked were open and understandable, wheather the subject in hand was valid to the content or not and 
wheather it provided the necessary information. At the end of this study the validity of the question statements were 
determined. The received information given in the interviews were added to the data collecting  process, after all the 
views were recorded on a voice recording unit results taken into hand were solved through analyzing. 
 
Data Analysis 
 
 The answers given to the questions of data collection tools are analyzed qualitatively and the 
conventional content analysis technique  is used for this analyzing (Frankel and Wallen, 2000). 
 
Steps which are followed in the content analysis: 
 A code number is given to every teacher in the group. In this manner, the data can followed easily and 
instead of using the subscriber name,  the code number used for qualitative data analysis. Thus during the content 
analysis impacts of the positive and negative thoughts of the experts to teachers are tried to be reduced. 
 
 The catagorizing have been done according to the questions on the interview form. 
 
 The data obtained with audio records are transferred to the computer environment and converted to a 
written text. 
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 The written texts are read by two experts separately. For the trustworthiness of the data, experts collected 
the answers which are given for each item under catagories. Afterwards they gather and dispute the similarities and 
dissimilarities that they achieve by consensus. 
 
 The frequencies are numberred. These frequencies show how many teachers expressed the answers. 
 
 The obtained findings are argued and explicated supporting with the literature. 
  
Findings 
 
The findings of the research are analyzed under four topic as of findings, targets, content, teaching-learning process. 
 
1. Findings  
a.Are the aims which given in the programme suitable for students demands? 
 23 of the teachers answered this question as appropriate, 5 of the teachers answered as partially, 6 of them 
answered as not suitable. 
 Some of the teachers who answered the question as partially expressed an opinion saying that  are high of 
 
 
b.Are the gaining testimonies clear enough? 
23 teacher answered as yes, 7 answered as no and 4 answered as partially. 
 
c.Are the aims in qualification that students can carry out? 
   26 teachers answered this question as yes and espec s are repeated a 
lot . Besides 3 teachers answered as partially, 5 teachers answered as they find the testimonies not clear enough. 
 
2. Findings  
 
a.Is the content consistent with aims? 
25 teachers answered this question as yes  partially, 9 teachers expressed negative opinion saying that 
s  limits are different.  
 
b.Is the Content poper with subjects as up to dateness, validity, practicability,etc. 
20 teachers answered this question as appropriate, 14 teachers expressed negative opinion saying that  Has 
rarely connection with the basic studies (seasons, environment, special days.) 
 
3. Findings on Teaching - Learning Process 
 a. Are the activities inside the social studies lesson effective about gaining basic skills (such as creative 
thinking, critical thinking, solving problems)? 
22 of the teachers answered this questi We have problem with gaining entire skills 
because of the everchanging student build, parents insouciance, difference between students We are 
struggling to distinguish time for students and imple The programme is very 
effective beca  
12 of the teachers expressed their here are activities which are unsuitable with 
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b.Are you applying the activities inside the programme? 
 
14 of teachers answered this question as yes, 4 of the teachers answered as no , 16 of the teachers answered as 
level and which need  
Some activities need travel - investigation and materiality  
 
4.  Findings on Assesment and Evaluation 
 
Are you applying the assesment- evaluation with product files as specified in programme? 
Only 4 of the teacher s said ''no''. The teachers who answered this 
question as no  indicated that they are using the question-answer method, worksheets, homework, written and oral 
examination methods for assesment and evaluation. 
Dispute and Conclusion 
 
The evaluation of the curricula are essential even compulsory for developing curriculum. Because curriculum 
evaluation studies have a specialness about feedback the developing curriculum. To render the activism of the 
curricula, they have to be evaluated and it is important to continue developing the curriculum according to obtained 
results. In this study, The Science of Life curriculum of primary education is evaluated by applying teachers  views 
in terms of the programme components such as aim, content, teaching-learning and evaluating. Majority of the 
teachers who are in the research staff found this gaining testimonies clear and in a qualification that students can 
carry out. In the same way, majority of the teachers gave positive opinion about the content part of the programme 
and found the content consistent with aims and positive in terms of up to dateness, validity and applicability. 
However, it is emerged that there had been difficulties in the teaching an learning process which is the 
implementation part of the curriculum. Meanwhile teachers found the activities which specified in the curriculum to 
gain the basic skills effective, they had difficulties while implementation. They submitted that the inadequacy of 
time and  resource is the reason for this.This inadequacy is directed teachers to conventional education (simple 
expression,question-answer etc.) and it provides removing from modern education and also from the human type 
which the programme aims to raise. One of the reason for this is the student centered method and the  
implementations are not detected by teachers. One of the most important finding is about the assesment-evaluation 
format. Identifying of the students learning level is possible with applying regular evaluations which are proper with 
aims. However, because of the teachers not caring about evaluation, causes lack of identifying the current situation 
of the learning activities and inducement.With the research, in the assesment evaluation programme instead of the 
student centered approaches, written and spoken questions and examinations are in the foreground. This issue 
supports the findings of teaching- learning process. As a conclusion, the The Science of Life curriculum is not being 
applied in the teaching-learning process and assessment-evaluation format and it is not reflected to the in class 
period and there are variations in the students qualification which expected to raise. 
 
Recommendations 
 
The Science of Life lesson is implemented three hours a week. Considering the importance of the lesson and 
modern education standarts, the weekly course hours should be  enhanced by the  Ministry of Education. In addition 
to this, for applying activities which stated in the programme, the physical equipments should be provided. 
After finishing the necessary arrangements which mentioned above,  there should be in service education for 
teachers about teaching-learning process and assessment-evaluation format.  
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